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The oldest commissioned warship in the world became known as “Old Ironsides” during the war of 1812 when
she fought the British Frigate H.M.S. Guerriere. The Guerriere sank like a stone, while the cannonballs she
fired at the USS Constitution merely “bounced off ” as if she were made of iron. 

In fact the Constitution is made of a three-layer sandwich of wood from all across America. Her “ironsides”
are white oak from New Jersey, New Hampshire and Massachusetts; her frame is the dependable live oak from
Saint Simons Island off Georgia; and her masts are yellow pine from Georgia and the Carolinas.

She was one of six ships ordered for construction by George Washington to protect America’s growing
maritime interests and was launched in 1797. Because it is a wooden ship, it needs to be maintained. In 1830
Congress appropriated funds to restore it. It sailed around the world in 1844. By 1905 it needed significant
repair. Congress passed a bill to repair it but appropriated no funds. In 1925, a public fundraising campaign
was begun and children all over the country donated pennies to this cause. Eventually, Congress funded the
difference. She has had a number of restorations since then and on July 21, 1997 celebrated her 200th birthday
by setting sail for the first time in 116 years.

USS Constitution
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Statistical Section

Schedule of Net Assets by Component – Last Four Fiscal Years
Changes in Net Assets – Last Four Fiscal Years
Fund Balances, Governmental Funds – Last Four Fiscal Years
Ten-Year Schedule of Revenues and Other Financing Sources – All Governmental Fund Types
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Ten-Year Schedule of Percentage of Annual Debt Service Expenditures for General Bonded Debt
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Ten-Year Schedule of Massachusetts and United States Resident Per Capita Net Income
Nonagricultural Employment By Sector and Industry in Massachusetts and the United States
Ten-Year Schedule of Annual Average Civilian Labor Force, Unemployment and Unemployment Rate
Twenty-Five Largest Private Sector Massachusetts Employers
Standard and Poors 500 Companies Headquartered in Massachusetts
Full Time Equivalent Employees by Function /Program
Massachusetts Road Inventory – Calendar Year End, Lane Miles by Type – Last Nine Calendar Years
Average Annual Medicaid Caseload and Medicaid Expenditures
Massachusetts Real Property Owned and Leased Annual Inventory, Acreage, Improvements and Square Footage
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Massachusetts General Information
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